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that enhance the efficiency of the
project;

(3) Helps maintain or protect the en-
vironment; and

(4) Demonstrates that the proposed
project cannot be readily and effi-
ciently realized without Federal sup-
port and participation.

(c) All information submitted as part
of or in support of an application shall
use publicly available data or data that
can be made public and methodologies
that are accepted by industry practice
and standards.

(d) Measures for the selection cri-
teria shall include projections for both
the build and no-build scenarios.

(e) PNRS solicitations or guidance
documents will contain, as needed, ad-
ditional specific information regarding
measures, weighting, and use of these
criteria.

(f) All proposed PNRS projects are re-
quired to comply with the require-
ments of 23 U.S.C. 106(h) regardless of
whether the project meets project cost
threshold for classification as a major
project.

§505.11 Project evaluation and rating.

(a) The Secretary shall evaluate and
rate each proposed project as ‘‘highly
recommended,” ‘‘recommended,”’” or
“not recommended’ based on the cri-
teria in section 505.9 of this part. Indi-
vidual ratings of “highly rec-
ommended,” ‘‘recommended,” or ‘‘not
recommended’” will be conducted for
each of the selection criteria.

(b) In response to a PNRS project so-
licitation a State may submit a project
for a non-binding preliminary rating
and evaluation at any point in the
project development after the project’s
concept plan is developed.

(c) Non-binding preliminary rating
and evaluation will be reported in the
appendix of the Secretary’s Annual Re-
port on PNRS.

(d) A rating and evaluation will be
considered complete and listed in the
Secretary’s Annual Report on PNRS
only after preliminary engineering is
completed.

(e) The rating and evaluation for a
proposed project will remain valid
until the closing date of the next PNRS
solicitation.

§505.17

§505.13 Federal Government’s share of
project cost.

(a) Based on engineering studies,
studies of economic feasibility, and in-
formation on the expected use of equip-
ment or facilities, the Secretary shall
estimate the project’s eligible costs.

(b) A FFGA for the project shall not
exceed 80 percent of the eligible project
cost. A refund or reduction of the re-
mainder may only be made if a refund
of a proportional amount of the grant
of the Federal Government is made at
the same time.

§505.15 Full funding grant agreement.

(a) A proposed project may not be
funded under this program unless the
Secretary finds that the project meets
the requirements of this part and there
is a reasonable likelihood that the
project will continue to meet such re-
quirements.

(b) A project financed under this sec-
tion shall be carried out through a
FFGA. The Secretary shall enter into a
FFGA based on the evaluations and
ratings required herein, and in accord-
ance with the terms specified in sec-
tion 1301(g)(2) of the Safe, Accountable,
Flexible, Efficient Transportation Eaq-
uity Act: A Legacy for Users, (Pub. L.
109-59; 119 Stat. 1144).

(c) A FFGA will be entered into only
after the project has commitments for
non-Federal funding in place and all
other requirements are met.

(d) A State may request the use of
Advanced Construction for the project
and subsequently convert those funds
to an eligible Federal-aid funding cat-
egory or to PNRS funding as part of
the FFGA.

§505.17 Applicability of Title 23, U.S.
Code.

Funds made available to carry out
this section shall be available for obli-
gation in the same manner as if such
funds were apportioned under chapter 1
of title 23, United States Code; except
that such funds shall not be transfer-
able to other agencies and shall remain
available until expended and the Fed-
eral share of the cost of a Project of
National and Regional Significance
shall be as provided in section 505.13.
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